[Specific phages used for differentiation of the entomopathogenic bacterium Bacillus thuringiensis].
The sensitivity to specific phages and morphological, physiological, and antigenic properties were compared among several strains of Bacillus thuringiensis isolated from insects inhabiting various geographical zones. All 43 cultures assigned to Bac. thuringiensis var. sotto and 198 among 170 cultures classed as Bac. thuringiensis var. dendrolimus were found to belong to Bac. thuringiensis var. dendrolimus. None of these cultures was resistant to its specific phage. The same was true of 22 studied cultures of Bac. thuringiensis var. galleriae. Only two among studied 45 cultures of Bac. thuringiensis var. thuringiensis were resistant to phages specific for this variety. Therefore, the abundance of variants resistant to specific phages in natural conditions differs among the varieties of Bac. thuringiensis. In most cases, cultures of the same variety of Bac. thuringiensis isolated from various insects inhabiting different geographical zones are identical by their sensitivity to specific phages and by other important characteristics.